
Eddie’s Own Words 
I would first like the public to know that I am innocent of this murder and I am working with 

a team of lawyers on filing a new trial motion (Rule 30) sometime in the fall. We are working on 
several issues and I was advised by them to limit what I say during this process. 

I can understand their caution but at the same time I would like to present the public with 
some kind of explanation to my involvement in this case and some of the issues that will be brought 
up during the appeal. 

On the night of June 23, 1995 Janet Downing was brutally and horrifically murdered in her home 
on Boston Street in Somerville, Massachusetts. She was a victim of a malicious crime that no one should 
have endured, let alone Ms. Downing, who was my neighbor and best friends' mother. 

The day was a regular day. I worked in the morning at a local convenience store putting 
together the Sunday newspapers and stocking the shelves from 7:00 am to about 12:00 pm. After work 
I took a nap. Around dinner time I woke up, ate and asked my sister, Jeannie O'Brien, who was with 
Paul Downing, drive me down to Union Square to attend the 5:30 pm mass at St. Joseph's church. 

When I entered the church, I was hit with a wave of heat. It was a hot and humid evening and St. 
Joseph's church was not equipped with air conditioning. I stayed a few minutes and left. It was just too 
hot in there. I went over to the convenience store I worked at and talked to the clerk for a little bit 
and read a sports card collecting magazine. About an hour later I walked up the hill to Prospect Hfll and 
saw some friends at the Prospect Hill Tower and chatted with them for a few minutes. 

I walked around the corner to Boston Street and saw a few more of my friends, Ryan Downing, 
Chris Ford, and Joey Dion. We all went into Ryan's house and hung out for about 45 minutes. 

I went across the street to my family's home and they ended up going to a friend of theirs house 
to go swimming. 

I stayed on the front porch with my father, Edward O'Brien, sisters, Jessica O'Brien, Mary 
O'Brien and Megan O'Brien, and neighbor, John Roberts, who had his toddler with him. 

Shortly after, about 8:15 pm, Michelle Cameron and Raquel Vega drove up to the house waiting 
for my sister Jeannie and Paul Downing to arrive. They were all going to Revere Beach together. I talked 
to Michelle and joked around with her, taking her fake I.D. and not giving it back. 

Within a few minutes Jeannine and Paul pulled up. Paul went into his house and Jeannie hung 
out with us on the sidewalk of my family's house. 

About 10-15 minutes later, Paul came out of his house. They all then left for Revere Beach in 
Michelle's car. Shortly after this I helped put on a Disney movie for my sisters and handed out popsicles. 
Then helped John Roberts bring his toddler home. This was about 8:50 pm. 

I went into my house and talked to my dad, sisters and my grandfather for a bit. Went upstairs 
to my room, grabbed some money and decided to go get something to eat at Burger king before I was 
going to go over to my friend Garvey Solomon's house. This was about 9:10 pm now. 



As I left my house, I saw Tony Graziano next door on his porch and said hi to him. I looked over 
at the Downing home and noticed the front door open. I went over to see if Ryan was back from his 
friend's house. As I approached the door I heard some kind of noise. I opened the screen door and took   
a step in into the foyer area, it was dark and I couldn't really see much. I heard some more noises and 
then took a step in from the foyer door and saw Janet on the floor by the dining room doorway. She 
was not moving. I called out to Janet but did not get a response. I bent down to shake her to she if she 
was sleeping or unconscious. I received no response. That is when I noticed the blood on her. 

This is where my attorneys advised me to stop with my story. There were some things I saw 
and heard that will be brought to light at some point in the near future. 

I understand the Commonwealth's evidence in this case and disagree with most of it. There is a 
lot we will be challenging in the Rule 30 motion that will be saved for that motion. But, I wanted 
the public to see some of the issues that will be presented. This will at least show that the 
Commonwealth's theory and evidence is flawed or outright made-up. Please find below some of 
those issues. 

Several examples that I wish to share are: 
 

1. District Attorney Tom Reilly withheld exculpatory evidence reports until 3 weeks 
before the trial and then maliciously lying to the jury that the blood evidence was 
produced by me and not the actual perpetrator. 

 
In the enclosed Cellmark Diagnostics PCR DNA report, from July 25, 1997, three items 
were tested, A) A small Piece of Metal believed to be a hilt to a knife found on the 
Third Stair of a stairwell, B) Right Hand Fingernail Clippings of Janet Downing, and 
C) Left Hand Fingernail Clippings of Janet Downing. 

 
A) (Third Stair) test results showed a "12" in the TPOX column. I tested for an 8 and a 

9 in that TPOX column. Janet Downing tested for an 8 and a 11. Neither Janet 
Downing, nor I, could account for the "12" in the TXOP column. 

I tested for a 11 and a 12 in the CSFlPO Column. DA Reilly lied to the jury and told 
them that because I tested for a "12" in the CSFlPO Column then that is where the 
"12" came from in the TPOX column (See enclosure). That is impossible. You can 
not cross columns to find an inclusive result. With the sample testing for an X and a 
Y chromosome, it means the secondary source of that sample came from a male. 

Test results showed in the THOl column an 8 and a 9.3 for this sample. Because I 
tested for a 6 and a 9.3 in that column, I could be excluded as a possible donor to 
that sample because the piece of metal did not have a "6" in that THOl column. 
With the sample also testing for an X and a Y chromosome, it means the secondary 
source of that sample came from a male. 

B) (Right Hand Fingernail Clippings) test results showed in the THOl column an 8 and 
a 9.3 for this sample. Because I tested for a 6 and a 9.3 in that column, I could be 
excluded as a possible donor to that sample because the fingernail clippings did 
not have a "6" in that THOl column. With the sample also testing for an X and a Y 
chromosome, it means the secondary source of that sample came from a male.



 
 

C) (Left Hand Fingernail Clippings) Same as letter B above. 
 
 

2. Crime Scene- DA Tom Reilly ignored the fact in every transfer hearing and the trial 
that the initial attack took place on the stairwell leading up to the second floor of 
Janet Downing's home. We have recently received all of DA Reilly's hand-written 
notes from his work and preparation in this case. In at least three instances Reilly 
wrote down that the attack initially took place on the stairwell (see enclosures). 

In November of 1995, my attorneys sent DA Reilly two affidavits my private investigator 
secured from a tenant, and her daughter, of Janet Downing that lived on the other side 
of the duplex of the Downing house (See enclosures). 

In these affidavits, both witnesses stated that they heard banging noises on the 
stairwell in the Downing home at about 8:20 pm. 

At 8:20 pm I was on the porch of my family's house with several people (See 
enclosures). 

DA Reilly knew that the stairwell was were the initial attack took place, refused to speak 
to the witnesses, and refused to acknowledge any of this at any hearing. 

 
 

3. Reverse Profile- One of the major issues that DA Reilly attempted to magnify was 
the profile of the murderer of Janet Downing. He created a profile of someone who 
could not be treated and rehabilitated. We have several questions with his work on 
these issues and below are just some of the materials we found that will support 
the additional evidence we have that will go towards a prosecutorial misconduct 
claim. 

 
A) In one note DA Reilly writes a list for "Need", and at the end of the list he writes   

"- Reverse Profile it.. working back". This shows that he was not creating a 
profile 
on me but a profile that he created and attempted to fill with whatever 
information he could find/create to have me fit that profile. 

 
B) Condie- Dr. Condie was DA Reilly's expert witness at the transfer hearings. We have 

come to find out through the notes that Condie was more than an evaluator but 
an agent of Reilly's. Which is unethical. In one note with Condie, Reilly writes "If 
you can't get at fact.. goes about it hypothetically." One issue that we are 
bringing forward is the way Reilly questioned witnesses and experts. He asked 
a lot of questions by leading off with "Assuming that...". These were not facts 
but misleading assumptions. This is highly unethical. Several issues that Reilly 



brought up by this "Assuming" line of questioning were reasons why I was 
bounded over from juvenile court to adult court. 

 
C)  In another note Reilly writes himself a reminder, with a star next to it, stating 

"Find dirt+ blow it out of proportion." This reminder is what he exactly did. He 
misrepresented minor statements or events and blew it out of proportion. 
Reilly then had witnesses lie to blow issues "out of proportion." 

 
4. A Downing neighbor, David Lee, heard voices in the street at around 9:30-9:45 pm on 

the night of July 23, 1995. He thought it was two males saying something like "What are 
you doing here, get the hell out of here" (See enclosure}. 

 
 

These are just some of the issues that will be raised.  
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