
DA Tom Reilly attempted to use 

Ryan to show that Eddie was always in his 

window looking ou~and that Ryan was 

walking by the house and Eddie just 

happened to yell down to Ryan. 

In the last document Dr. Barnum, 

the court ordered evaluator, testified 

that Ryan told him that he banged the sign 

out in front of the O'Brien home to get 

Eddie's attention. 



24 

1 A Yes. 

2 Q And were you walking up Boston Street? 

3 A Yes. 

4 Q And did you pass the home of Edward O'Brien at 74 

5 Boston Street? 

6 A Yes. 

7 Q Did y ou hear a voice? 

8 A Yes. 

9 Q Did you recognize that voice? 

10 A Yes. 

11 Q Whose voice was it? 

12 A It was Ed's. 

13 Q Could you see him then? 

14 A No, I couldn't. 

15 Q And where was he? 

16 A He was in his room in his bedroom. 

17 Q But you could hear him? 

18 A Yes. 

19 Q And did he ask to speak to you? 

20 A Yeah. 

21 Q And did you wait until he came down and did you 

22 speak to him? 

23 A Yeah. 

24 Q And what did he say to you? 

I 
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Uhm --

Speak up. 

we were just making plans for the next day and 

and then he asked me -- before I left, he asked 

me, he said, that he never seen me angry, ready to 

hurt somebody. And I told him that I'm not like 

that. I -- I don't get mad very easily. Then, he 

said, There's only one time I -- I recall you 

being angry, and that was when we were little when 

he said something to me, and you chased me. And 

he said, But since .then he never seen me like hurt 

really hurt somebody. (Witness' fists are 

clenched in front of him.) And I told him that 

I'm I'm not like that --

Did he 

and that was - -

did he ask you if you ever felt like hurting -­

Yes. 

- - someone? 

Yes. 

Just describe how he said that and what he said? 

Yes. He said, did I feel like hurting somebody 

(witness clenching his fists)? And I said, I'm 

not like that. 
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RYAN DOWNING BY MR. REILLY 

-· 

went home. 

So, I stopped by, ah, my -- this little 

friend of mine. 

conversation. 

And I had a -- struck up a 

And, uhm, and I -- and I 

left after a while. 

And I saw my other friend, Garvey. 

• talked to him. 

And I 

And uhm, and then I proceeded to go home. 

And my friend 

What time was this? 

This was, I'd say, it was -- it was after 

10:00. It was pretty late. 

And we left Garvey's house. 

And my friend, Seth, went home. And I 

turned up my street. 

street. 

And I went up my 

And then I saw ah, I heard Ed, from his 

window, call down. 

And ah, I went over to his house. And he 

came down from his room. And he came 

outside. And we just started talking. 

Okay. 

That ~ight, when you were going the route 

COMMONWEALTH versus EDWARD O'BRIEN CR 95-1535 

1 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

285 

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RYAN DOWNING BY MR. REILLY 

that you have described, were you on foot? 

Uhm, that Saturday? Yes. I was on foot. 

And when the -- when you were on your way 

home, and you had -- you first heard from 

Edward O'Brien, where were you? 

I was across the street on, ah -­

From where? 

From directly across the street. Uhm, 

my side of the sidewalk. Where my house 

is, on my side? 

I was walking home. And I heard him, from 

his window, he yelled down. 

And I was like, "Hey, what's up?" 

And he said: "Wait, right there. 

corning down." 

So, I walked over to his house. 

came right down. 

Okay. 

I'm 

And he 

And when he came down, did you have a 

conversation with him? 

Yes. I did. 

Tell us what you best remember about what 

he said and what you said. 

COMMONWEALTH versus EDWARD O'BRIEN CR 95-1535 
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-· 

Uhm, we we were just talking about, ah, 

what to do the next day. 

And he asked me if I wanted to play 

basketball. And, ah, after he gets out of 

work. 

And I said: "Yeah. Sure. I'll do that." .. 
And, uhm, then he asked, uhm, he asked me a 

question, if I if like, I ever -- like I 

wanted to hurt somebody? 

And I said, No. I -- I really didn't. 

And he said: "Well, I remember one time 

you did." 

Uhm, it was when I was little. And -- and 

he made 

me staying 

he made a comment about 

me being kept back. 

chased him around, uhm, a car. 

And I 

And he said: "That was the only time I 

really, ah, felt like -- that was the only 

really time I ever saw you really want to 

hurt somebody like -- a person when they 

hurt somebody, like this. 

And, ah --then I said: "I'm not like that. 

I don't get angry." 

COMMONWEALTH versus EDWARD O'BRIEN CR 95-1535 
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A Ry•a u i d  1 ha1 he had C'omc b.omc: at abou l  1 1 : 00 

o " clock tha1 11ie,h1 . He b a n1t ed his bat1d .ag1 i n :s.1 c h c  .slgn 

ouu idc lht O"Bri e11· 1  houc: whieh wu II sipal 1bu h t  uid 

Edwud used 1 0  US(: for hfrn lo lel him 'k.tiow 1h11 b e  wu there.. 

Edward wbi:u l ed from cbe window. He came our :arid lhcy 

11.lhd on the porch.. I 1hl n�  for • \'!bile about th e i r pJan5 for 

tbie n e xt d ay. Edwud bad 10 go :a:n.d work a t  the s1orc p u ll ing 

tbc n ew.spa.pen tor:c 1bu, so h e  wa.s1:1: ' t  going l o  be ..round 10 

.ce1 1 ogct ber. Then Edwiud said someth ing 1 b ou1 asldng Ryan 

if 'be h�d ever bad fee l i ngs of bciog very a ngry o r  wci.nting 10 

bun u:imconc and it wa.s a l i tt le u nelou bow the top i c  came 

up. I I  w.u u nelc:1r  i n  lhc o onvcrn l i on wi1h e ach of  them bow 

the topic caimc up. They b o t h  recal led t h:11 t h ey then talked 

,about 111. 1imc wbc.n they were. a 101 younger ■nd Edward tad 

bcci, te�ing Rya.n 1bo u 1 h.nins b e e n  kepi b ack  in $ C hoo !  and 

R;ian c h a s e d  bim around on th e strec: 1 o u tside. hi:s. house� i!.S ■n · 

c,:u.mp l c  o f •  time lhat Ry,u1 bad be cri real l y  an.ary. Edward 's-� 

., ,._r.nnn t of tbe conversa\ ioo W& I tbat tha.t w■s •ll 1 be r c  wu 10 

ii. Ryaa ' s ■ ec:ou:nt was tht,, i n  add i t ion,  Edwud bad said to 

hi m somclh i i18, l ike, "H:ave you ever felt like you real l y

waa 1cd to h ur1  someone?" lhd in uyi n g  l h lll t ,  h e  bc ld  up  his 

fi s ts  i n  front .o f  him . R)' an said 1h11 b e  d idn " t  underutnd 

wbu Edwud wa.s talk ing about, but 1h11 there w11,,s c ' 1

any t hing nbo,n ll:u: e 0nvcrsa1 ion tb1:t p1niculorl y strudc him 

2-l l 

Acd is ■ l o t  of� if DOI 111 of that , i nc.ludcd in your  rep ort  i n  

P ,gcs l l  ood  1 3 ?  

A Mo.u of H is included t here., .a ltboua:b t here are 0 1 he r 

rcfercnecs to i ri.forrnuion from that f nrcrview pr i o r  10 tha.1 

sec.l i o n .  

On  Pag-c  1 4  o f  )• our i nterview .soc.lion, or a t  lcuc p art  of your 

rcporl ,  did you ■ho reference yoor disc\J ssion.s or your 

i nlervicw wtth Gen.a Mahoney? 

A Yes .  I did. 

Can )'OU tc.11 Judge. Gidley ,\lhat yo11r i n 1crvi ew  or what your 

inform1.1ion was from Mn . Mahone)' ? 

A 1 spo k e  wilb Mrs .  Mc honey oc o. co u pl c of oec:.a s i oru .  

S h e  told me  I D  g � ncrzl that her sense of Edward e.nd bi:1, 

neigbbc-rhood friends- W!.l th:tt tb.c:r were ,11,l l  sweet kids who 

were noL r eal tH.i ns:trcam kinds or kids1 i.n l c rm.s of be.ins 

P"-rlicut■ rJy re.markab l e- at hlc-1ci or ebec.rle.ade:t 1ype,. i n  her 

words , but Uu.t ,he liked them 1 1 01 and that she had no 

comp l a i nts aboul thcm. She spote mote lpc0ifically about 

bc=t ,c.onvc-r.nt i 0- I1:s with Mrs. Downir:i,g. both i n  genen.l and 

s.pcc:Hi.c:ally on tbe d.a.y lbllt she wu. kil led .  She .s.aid th1t 

Mrs. Downing h,d .s hatcd witb her eonee rn.s abou t  p e o p l e  

l:i.avi ns: bieen comic.£ i nto 1h� bouJe und  movlll,i tili ngs a.ro und. 

She ,poke. of I p1nicular boo� tha.t she. had by bcT b ed .b l'•in1 

gone m issing at one poiut and then ber former bus:band 
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u unusua l  il l  1he 1 Jnu:: , i i ncic from  time t o  l i rac E.dwud;would

.say tbi ne,s th ,;, he didn ' t  q ur10 undc.nl■nd .an.d he expl a i ned 

\ b at he. o ften h•d to talk • little bi l  fu rther with him to try 10 

cha.1:n.eteri.z.e exa.c.lly wb11 he meant becaus� E" ,.,,·ard wasn ' I

Y e r )'  aniculau:: about things .  He a l. s o  sa id  lhal u he - he.

didn ' 1  ha,..c a.riy  awuc:p-c..ss Il l  l hc:  t ime t h lll t  1 here wu ;nyi-hinQ 

thal sort of r-e lt odd or u n1..1511.tl about 1his eonn:r. n tion . 
a l thOl.lJh in rc:tro.spe e l ,  he thou1b1 bac:.k ori it and ul::ed 

h im s e l f  whet h e r  th.ere wa..s anything sort of panic:ularly 

noi cwonby •bout it. Re said 1b11 he wun ' t  suric. wh-ethcr be. 

•ho rcmen>bc rc.d 1h:it Edward migbl b ■ve nid t o  b {m, -would 

you re.cl mad 111t m.c i f l -11 , :and that w.11s 1he end o f the 

quesaion. but Ryan said 1h11 hie wua " t  even f urc 1 h1.l Ecfwud 

.bad said 1 ba1. 

h c.i\h c r  E dw;rd ' s  - Edd i e ' s  or Ryan ' s  desc ription  of what 

suppo.scd ly  h appened 1 h 1 1  n.i1h1 ,  did Mn. Downing's name 

eve r  come. up  in regard ta 1his comme1:1 1uy? 

A No. 

whai Brin Down i n s  nd me:mbe rs of 1ke Downing: flffl ily had 

tol d  you a n d  Doc.1ar Cond i e  i 11  wh.a.t you- cal led ,;.o .. joitit 

A Ye s. 

:Z - 1 2 

.havina Ji-Yt:n ii 10 bcr bac:.k a (ew wecl::s J.atcr uyins t h at b e:1 d 

foui:id it i ii. a parking lot 1omewhic.rc. She lal.lccd �bout ho\\ 1 

Mrs. Down ing had rcponcd th.11 be.r br01 her-in- law, Mr. 

Oniz.. bad some.limes rci l.lrnc:sd 10 the house and c.omc:. i n to it 

withou t  her .s pecif'l c know,cd9e ot •ul bor izuion from time to 

rirue, ane, he 10d his wife hd mo,..cd out. She 11lk-ied about 

the hi story of his h1vin2 bee11 sc l tl n a:  drues io the 

nciabborhood. 

l\1?-en you say " --h i.s bnfag soJd drug.$ in th-c ncig �borbood,'" 

wbo art talk ing about7 

A Mr. Or l i'Z.,. h e r  broth c 1 -Ul-law. 

Oka)' . plcalc 10 on. 

Sbe. o l ke.d about Mn. Dowlling ' .s  1.0c.oun1 or hz.ving 

bcec buuscd by I group of tud eabs ,11,t s.ome time in the 

mon 1hs prior to the murder acd she sm.id thal i D  the 

c.orwenation thit she bad witb her o c  the daY th1:t she was 

L;il1 cd, th e)' were .sitti ne  on the porc'h s.nd tal king abou t ,  in 

gen e ra!.. about iss ues o f  safety i.c tbe communil)' , I thi n t  

Mn. Downin51 s do1ua;b1cr bad  appro:iichcd b e r  and w.an1cd 

perminic.n to be 0 0_1 l11e.. o r  sOmethinc l i ke tb1t, and rhu llad 

led to a conv ersation about sa fer�· a.nd .so  fonh.. Out o f  lhis 

conYernt i on. Mr.s. Dow nine, said t o  her - thoy t.a.lkc.d about a 

rec.cal murder that bttd :one unsol,..od, ind in whJcb - th c,e wu 

s.omc quution ttbou1 h.ow tl\o inve stiga c ion had socc: .u1 d 




